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UGANDA JOINT CHRISTIAN COUNCIL
A Communique on Uganda Joint Christian Council General Assembly 2015
The General Assembly of Uganda Joint Christian Council (UJCC) was held today, 1st June, 2015 at Pope Paul Memorial Hotel, Kampala, under the theme ‘‘Make every effort to preserve the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace’’ (Ephesians 4:3). The Assembly was attended by more than 120 delegates consisting of Archbishops, Bishops, the Clergy and the Laity-men, women and the youth from all the member dioceses of UJCC and the 17 operational regions of the Council. 

	In his welcome remarks, the Chairperson of UJCC, Archbishop Stanley Ntagali, thanked members of the Assembly for sparing time to participate in the assembly. He underscored the need for common witness under the banner of ecumenism. He pointed out that much is yet to be done in order to make ecumenism a reality at the grassroots level. In his welcome remarks, the Co-chairperson, The Most Rev. Dr. Kizito Lwanga, thanked delegates for sparing time to participate in the Assembly. He expressed concern about the widespread practice of domestic violence which leads to divorce, child neglect and widespread suffering. Archbishop Kizito Lwanga also observed that the Church is not opposed to the enactment of the Marriage and Divorce Bill but it has reservation about certain sections of the Bill which, he said, are inconsistent with the teachings of the Church.


	The Assembly also addressed by the Chairperson of the electoral Commission, Eng. Dr Badru Kiggundu, who appealed to UJCC to participate in mobilizing Ugandans to participate in the Display of the Voters Register, civic and voter education and other electoral programmes including voting. He also urged religious leaders to spearhead peacebuilding, advocacy for electoral reforms that can support free and fair elections. He also urged all stakeholders to pay their part responsibly in a manner that will enhance and consolidate democratisation in the country. 


	The Assembly discussed a wide range of matters ranging from ecumenism and social services delivery and peace building to human rights, good governance and institutional capacity building. The main focus of the General Assembly was on Ecumenism and the General Elections of 2015/2016 including the role of stakeholders..


	On Ecumenism, the Assembly reaffirmed its faith in the power of ecumenical collaboration to deepen and transform relationship among member churches through joint witness which testify to our common faith based on the teachings of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ on love and Christian unity. The Assembly also appreciated ongoing efforts of strengthening ecumenical collaboration between and among member churches at the grassroots level. It was observed that since the founding of UJCC in 1963, significant progress has been made in strengthening ecumenism especially in the sphere of education and good governance. Concrete achievements in these fields include the joint development of Christian Religious Education, civic and voter education and dialogue on electoral reforms. It was noted that progress in certain matters pertaining to ecumenism has been slow. 


	The Assembly noted that thorny issues in ecumenism include inter-marriage (especially between Anglicans and Roman Catholics) and celebration of the Holy Communion. The Assembly urged the Executive Committee to take up the matter for deeper reflection which will form the basis for further discussion and appropriate action. 


	The Assembly further noted that in some areas progress towards practical collaboration and common witness is still progressing very slow pace. The Assembly attributed this to lack of full operationalization of the regional EJAC structure as presently constituted. In this regard, the Assembly urged the Chairpersons and Secretaries of Regional EJAC Executive Committees to prioritise the rejuvenation of EJAC activities in their respective areas. It was emphasized that attention should be paid to the issue of mobilization of local resources for meetings and other activities of the Council. This, the Assembly noted, should be done urgently in line with guidelines which shall be issued by UJCC Secretariat under the direction of the Executive Committee.


	On General Elections of 2015/2016, the Assembly commended Ugandans who participated in the registration exercise under the National Identity Card Project and the voters’ registration exercise. The Assembly appealed to all Ugandans to take part in the Display of the Voters Register which will last for twenty one days from 2nd June to 23rd June, 2015. The Assembly also urged all registered voters to exercise their right to vote and to exercise the right of other Ugandans to vote.


	The Assembly expressed concern about the slow pace of the Constitution amendment process which is currently ongoing. It also expressed concern about the scope of the proposals contained in The Constitution Amendment) Bill 2015 for amending the Constitution. The Assembly noted that concerns are complaints by the opposition political parties and civil society organisations that proposals that were submitted to the competent authorities were not incorporated in the Bill. In that regard the Assembly urged the Government to take a fresh look at issues pertaining to  electoral reforms 


 
	The Assembly underscored the importance of active participation by all Ugandans in the forthcoming elections and endorsed the plan being made by UJCC Secretariat for civic and voter education and election observation. The Assembly stressed that participation of the Church in electoral reforms and the democratisation process as a whole. It is a means of bearing witness, of shaping the way a country is governed which in a way affect the way we as Christians practise our faith as well as the welfare of the God’s people entrusted to the care of the Church.


	In this regard, the Assembly welcomed and strongly endorsed the development of a Joint Pastoral Letter by the Church Leaders on the General Elections of 2015/2016. The Assembly observed that the Joint Pastoral Letter would be an asset to the Clergy and all church workers and officials as they engage on the issue of civic and voter education and dialogue with other stakeholders.  


	The Assembly expressed concern about attempts being made by those in authority to muzzle the voice of opposition political parties through interference with their rights to organize and freely canvass for support. The Assembly also decried the practice of ring-fencing of certain political positions through clamours for ‘sole candidacy.’ The Assembly appealed to every stakeholder to play their roles responsibly. In particular, the Assembly appealed to the Government to show leadership by taking the necessary steps for levelling the ground for free and fair elections. The Assembly warned that any attempt to manipulate the electoral process or undermine the principle of democratic governance would be counter-productive and would be an act of injustice to the people of Uganda in whose name governments are established and are accountable. 


Issued in Kampala this 1st day of June, 2015
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